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Adams County Cultural Council  

Retreat Minutes 
Thursday, September 11, 2025 

                            5:30 P.M.  
Waymire Dome, Riverdale Regional Park 

9755 Henderson Road, Brighton, CO 80601 
_______________________________________ 

 
 

I. Call meeting to order – Chair Joyce Downing called the meeting to 
order at 5:35 P.M.  

   
II. Roll call – Zoe Ocampo 

Present: Joyce Downing, Emily Burr, Jim Towle, Kerry Laing, Susan 
Beyda, Carrie Hausfather 
Absent: Aaron Vega, Larry Dunn 
Ericka Hernandez resignation, effective 9/10/25 
Participants in Attendance: SCFD Program Officer, Dana Manyothane; 
Adams County Cultural Arts Manager, Zoe Ocampo 
 

III. Member Introductions – Council welcomed new member, Carrie 
Hausfather 
 

IV. Approval of the Agenda – Motion made to approve the agenda made 
by Jim Towle, seconded by Emily Burr; No opposed – motion passed.   
 

V. Approval of Amended Minutes: Allocation Meeting, June 5, 2025 – 
Motion made to approve the amended minutes made by Susan 
Beyda, seconded by Carrie Hausfather; No opposed – motion passed.  

  
VI. New Business & Updates 

 
1. 2026 Grant Cycle  

i. Council discussed 2026 grant review process and keep all 
structure as-is: no changes.  
 

ii. Council Questions for Organizations 
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1. Council discussed allowing questions for 
organizations and will continue without asking 
clarifying questions to organizations; grants to 
stand as written.  

 
2. 2026 Guidelines 

i. Council discussed Adams County Guidelines and plan to 
move forward with the following changes:  

1. Adams County Qualifications for GOS will require 
“the organization’s primary office be in Adams 
County, as recorded with the Colorado Secretary of 
State, and that a minimum of 33% of the 
organization’s activities take place in Adams 
County, as reported in the previously completed 
fiscal year.”  

2. Projects will require that any program “taking place 
in a school must take place in a school within 
Adams County borders.” 

3. The distinction between “Small” and “Large” 
projects has been eliminated from the review 
process.  

ii. Motion made to accept 2026 Guidelines with changes 
made by Susan Beyda, seconded by Emily Burr. No 
opposed – motion passed.   
 

3. Calendar Review 
i. The final 2025 meeting on October 2nd is cancelled.  

 
4. 2026 Council– Zoe Ocampo 

i. Members terming off effective January 31, 2026, will need 
to reapply for their seats. 

 
VII. Other Business - None 

 
VIII. SCFD Update – Dana Manyothane 

 
1. Last SCFD Board Meeting: Thursday, August 28th, 2025, held at 

Swallow Hill Music. At this meeting, the board voted to approve 
the budgeted distribution for Tier II organizations; Tier II leaders 
presented their annual reports. 
 

2. Next SCFD Board Meeting: Thursday, September 25th at 1:00 pm. 
The meeting will be held at the Filipino American Community 
of Colorado. The SCFD board will vote to approve the 
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distribution of 2025 Tier III funds. Cultural Council chairs will 
report to the SCFD board on the grant cycle.   
 

3. SCFD Revenue Report: The July 2025 SCFD sales and use tax 
revenue was $7,712,385.68. The 2025 year-to-date (YTD) sales 
and use tax revenue is $49,686,689.08. This compares to YTD 
2024 sales and use tax revenue of $48,893,063.97.  The variance 
is $793,625.11, a 1.62% increase in YTD 2025 over YTD 2024. 
 

4. Executive Director Search Update: Following a national 
executive search, the Board of Directors of the Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities District (SCFD) announced the appointment 
of Andrea Albo as the district’s new Executive Director. Andrea 
begins her new role September 8th.  
 
Andrea has more than 27 years of experience in public service 
leadership with a focus on leading large organizations to 
strengthen systems, develop policy, and improve employee and 
community experiences. She has previously served as the 
Deputy Chief of Staff and the Senior Vice President of Culture 
and Strategy at Denver International Airport, Chief of Staff for 
the Denver Sheriff Department, and spent eleven years with the 
Denver Department of Human Services in a variety of roles. 
 

5. Eligibility: The eligibility application deadline is Wednesday, 
September 10. Application reviews are under way and will be 
completed by mid-November.  
 

6. Tier III: Important Dates: September 15th: EEC at the Denver 
Botanic Gardens. October 7th & 8th: Check pick up at the SCFD 
offices for Tier III grantees. November 19th: SCFD is hosting a 
mixer for all cultural council members at the Clyfford Still 
Museum in Denver. Invitations will be sent out later this year.  
 

7. Scoring Rubric: At the chairs & Liaisons meeting in June, it was 
decided that County Impact was more important to councils 
and that the points for that category should be increased. 
Beginning next grant cycle, the scoring rubric will be as follows: 

• Organization Mission and Objectives (5 points) 
• Operations and Strategy (10 points) 
• Equity, Diversity, Inclusivity, and Accessibility (10 points) 
• Financial Responsibility (10 points) 
• Impact on County Residents (15 points) 
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8. Holiday Office Closure: November 26-28; December 24 - January 
2 
 

9. Reauthorization Update: SCFD is currently set to sunset in 2030.  
The SCFD Board of Directors voted earlier this year that SCFD 
would ask the voters to reauthorize in November 2028.  
Recently, the SCFD Board of Directors approved a framework 
for collecting the input the district will need from stakeholders 
and supporters to chart a vision for the district’s future. Over the 
next few years, we will be conducting research and engaging 
with SCFD stakeholders to gather feedback and build 
consensus on the right framework to carry the district into its 
next 30 years. View the approved stakeholder engagement 
process and stay tuned for updates on our website We have 
created a new page under the “about” section called “Road to 
Reauthorization”  
 

10. Office Hours & Update: Physical office by appt. only. Staff are 
working hybrid schedule (in office/at home): Mon-Thurs, 8:00 
am-6:00 pm. 
 

 
IX. Adams County Update – Zoe Ocampo 

 
1. Festival Latino is Sunday, September 14 

 
X. Public Comment – None. 

 
XI. Adjourn – Emily Burr adjourned the meeting at 7:32 P.M.  
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